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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

A group of six art teachers set out to investigate how elementary and high school students might team 
together to produce a collaborative piece of art. We wanted to deviate from the usual approach of one artist, 
one idea, to see how younger and older students would react to their partner's creative choices when making 
contributions to the same piece. It was exciting to learn how these students of different ages collaborated by 
alternately trading their artwork. The first focus of our research was: how might differences in age effect the 
work.  The students’ reactions to each others’ work was the second focus of our research. Come and see 
their collaborative results and learn what transpired! 
 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

*Cathy Larkin* BHS 9-12, Ceramics 

Regina Kalajian Wellington K-4, Art 

Nicole Pond Burbank and Butler K-4, Art 

Emily Reed Winn Brook K-4, Art 

Mark Milowsky BHS 9-12, Drawing and Painting & AP Art 

Andrew Roy BHS 9-12, Photography 

   

   

 
PLT SMART Goal  
An elementary and high school art teacher will pair up in teams of two to create a 
collaborative piece of art with one of each of their art classes, completed over several 
sessions. This collaborative piece will create opportunities to communicate through visual 
art. 

 
Key Actions 
1. 1. Create 3 pairs, each one having an elementary and high school art teacher. 
Each pair will determine their prompt, and create a schedule for the implementation of the 
project. 
2. Implement the project over 3 sessions with each class, trading the work back and forth 
between the classes. The third session will hopefully utilize technology to have a Skype 
exchange between the two classes. 
3. Implement and collect a student survey about the process. 
4. Analyze the process and survey results 
 

 
Findings  

As a result of this collaborative process, the elementary students felt validated by the reactions they received from 
their high school counterparts to their artwork.  When the elementary students received the notes and artwork from 
the high school students, they reacted positively and it gave them a sense of confidence. It gave the high school 
students license to be more expressive and more willing to take risks in their creative choices.  We found that the high 
school students showed a great deal of respect and interest in the elementary students’ artwork. The collaboration 
helped both high school and elementary students to be more creative and spontaneous.   
 
 

 



Recommendations / Next Steps  

We were unable to connect the collaborative partner groups face to face, and we feel that this would be extremely 
valuable.  A follow up step to have them work together simultaneously might produce interesting and different results 
from our current findings. 
 
Collaboration as a process is labor-intensive but the results of the experimentation have been extremely rewarding and 
we believe that it would be beneficial to students and teachers alike to engage in this type of activity on a regular basis 
as part of our ongoing curricula. 
 

 


